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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD. 


REPORT 

OF 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1944. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  13.43  as  compared  with  11.82  for  the  previous 
year  and  with  11.6  for  England  and  Wales.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate 
is  31.87. 

No  deaths  occurred  from  Typhoid  Fever,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria 
or  Measles. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

In  my  last  year’s  Report  full  details  were  given  of  the  procedure  adopted 
for  approaching  every  parent  in  the  district  and  the  facilities  available  for 
treatment,  so  it  is  unnecessary  to  cover  the  same  ground  again. 

The  proof  that  the  methods  adopted  are  delivering  the  goods  is  shown 
by  the  figures  of  immunized  children  at  31st  December  as  follows  : — ■ 

One  to  5 years  of  age  . . . . 95  per  cent  immunized 

Five  to  15  years  of  age  ..  ..  98  per  cent  immunized 

In  the  latter  group,  out  of  22  elementary  schools  8 had  100  per  cent, 
immunized  and  a further  3 schools  had  no  refusals  but  could  not  be  included 
in  the  100  per  cent,  category  as  there  were  a few  children  absent  at  the  last 
visit  of  Dr.  Duke,  the  Immunizing  Officer.  Full  particulars  are  given  in 
Appendix  2.  We  continue  to  use  A.P.T.,  the  dosage  being  .3  c.cm  followed 
by  the  same  dose  four  weeks  later,  and  the  post-Schick  test  showed  that  over 
98  per  cent,  of  the  children  had  been  rendered  Schick  negative  three  to  six 
months  later. 

During  the  year  419  children  were  immunized  and  1,135  Schick  tested. 
Children  who  have  been  immunized  in  the  under-five  group  are  again  Schick 
tested  on  entering  school,  the  number  tested  being  814  ; of  these,  7 per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  positive  and  were  given  further  injections. 
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The  problem  of  protecting  infants  before  one  year  of  age  was  given 
consideration.  It  was  not  considered  advisable  to  commence  inoculating 
before  the  child’s  first  birthday,  as  other  workers  have  found  that  below  this 
age  the  infant  does  not  usually  respond  to  the  injections.  It  was,  therefore, 
decided  to  offer  to  immunize  expectant  mothers  at  the  5th  or  6th  month  of 
pregnancy  in  order  that  this  immunity  may  be  passed  on  to  the  infant.  The 
mothers  are  first  Schick  tested,  and  those  found  to  be  positive  are  given  three 
injections  of  T.A.F.  at  fortnightly  intervals  and  another  test  carried  out  after- 
wards to  ensure  that  immunity  has  occurred.  It  is  proposed  to  test  the  infant 
when  he  or  she  is  one  year  old  to  ascertain  if  in  fact  immunity  has  been  passed 
on  by  the  mother. 

My  best  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  Duke,  who  gave  the  great  majority  of  the 
injections  and  carried  out  all  the  Schick  testing,  and  it  is  principally  due  to 
his  eftbrts  that  such  excellent  results  have  been  achieved.  Miss  Dean  has  also 
given  very  valuable  service,  in  a voluntary  capacity,  keeping  all  the  records, 
arranging  and  attending  clinics,  making  appointments  for  the  parents  to 
have  their  children  treated,  and  visiting  certain  parents  who  did  not  accept 
immunization  in  the  first  place. 

The  co-operation  of  the  district  nurses  in  visiting  doubting  and  hesitant 
parents  has  also  been  a large  factor  in  obtaining  such  a high  percentage  of 
acceptances. 

Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year,  a child  nine 
years  of  age  who  had  been  inoculated  in  1940  and  who  was  negative  to  the 
Schick  test  which  was  carried  out  three  months  later. 

The  notification  rate  is  .04  per  1,000  of  the  population  as  compared 
with  .58  for  England  and  Wales. 


SCABIES. 

Scabies  was  made  notifiable  in  1943,  and  this  has  proved  to  be  of  great 
assistance  in  dealing  with  the  disease.  Treatment  centres  were  established  in 
Haywards  Heath  and  Burgess  Hill,  and  the  great  majority  of  cases  are  treated 
at  these  centres  together  with  all  contacts.  One  hundred  and  forty-two  cases 
oecurred  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

In  May,  1944,  Circular  64/44  was  received  from  the  Minister  of  Health, 
together  with  a copy  of  the  Third  Report  of  the  Rural  Housing  Sub-Commttee 
of  the  Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  under  the  Chairmanship  of 
Sir  Arthur  Hobhouse. 

The  Report,  a comprehensive  survey  of  the  whole  field  of  local  authority 
housing  in  the  rural  areas  of  England  and  Wales,  recommended  means  for 
remedying  the  defects  in  housing  administration  in  order  to  bring  all  rural 
housing  up  to  proper  standards  within  a reasonable  period  of  years.  The 
Committee  made  two  main  recommendations — one,  the  establishment  of  Joint 
County  Committees  and  the  other  that  a comprehensive  survey  of  housing 
conditions  should  be  carried  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Minister  accepted  these  recommendations  and  requested  Rural 
District  Councils  to  give  them  their  immediate  attention.  In  this  County 
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a Committee,  consisting  of  members  of  the  County  Council  and  the  Rural 
District  Councils,  was  formed  and  held  its  first  meeting  in  October.  A Standards 
Sub-Committee  was  formed,  with  the  object  of  framing  a uniform  standard 
of  fitness  for  existing  houses,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Senior 
Sanitary  Inspector  being  appointed  Chairman  and  Hon.  Secretary  respectively 
of  this  Sub-Committee.  The  Report  with  recommendations  was  submitted  to 
a Technical  Committee  consisting  of  Officers  of  all  the  Councils  and  with 
minor  amendments  submitted  to  the  main  Committee.  The  Report  is  fully 
set  out  in  Appendix  1. 

The  survey  in  this  district  was  commenced  in  July,  the  staff  available 
being  the  senior  sanitary  inspector  and  one  district  sanitary  inspector,  and, 
as  it  was  obvious  the  survey  could  not  be  carried  out  within  a reasonable 
time,  the  Council  appointed  a non-technical  assistant,  and  early  in  1945  an 
additional  sanitary  inspector.  The  non-technical  assistant  accompanies  one 
of  the  sanitary  inspectors  and  helps  with  the  measuring  up  of  the  rooms  and 
windows  and  also  draws  a sketch  plan  of  the  house  for  reference.  This 
appointment  is  a new  venture,  but  has  proved  its  usefulness,  as  it  has  been 
found  that  a sanitary  inspector  is  able  to  inspect  over  20  per  cent,  more  houses 
when  he  has  the  help  of  this  assistant.  In  order  to  further  speed  up  the  survey 
the  Council  appointed  another  non-technical  assistant. 

The  Minister  requested  that  houses  inspected  be  placed  in  one  of  five 
categories,  and  these  are  described  below  : — 


Category  1 
Category  2 
Category  3 
Category  4 

Category  5 


Fit  in  all  respects. 

Minor  defects. 

Major  defects,  but  repairable  at  reasonable  cost. 
Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing 
(Rural  Workers)  Acts. 

Unfit,  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost. 


Note.— It  was  decided  that  every  house  inspected  be  placed  in  categories  1, 
2,  3 or  5,  and  that  category  4 would  comprise  a list  of  houses  which  could 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  taken  from  the 
other  four  categories. 

It  was  suggested  that  houses  likely  to  fall  in  categories  1 and  2 be  not 
inspected  at  the  present  time. 

There  are  7,847  houses  in  this  district,  and  it  was  estimated  that  at  least 
2,000  houses  would  require  to  be  inspected.  Up  to  31st  December,  1944, 
239  houses  were  inspected  and  recorded  in  detail,  and  the  following  table  shows 
the  categories  into  which  these  houses  were  placed,  together  with  the  parishes 
in  which  they  occurred  : — 


Parish. 

Categories. 

Total. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Albourne 

18 

4 

26 

19 

23 

71 

Newtimber 

5 

2 

19 

22 

5 

31 

Pyecombe 

12 

18 

13 

14 

11 

54 

Fulking 

3 

13 

15 

12 

16 

47 

Poynings 

— 

— 

13 

11 

23 

36 

38 

37 

86 

78 

78 

239 
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Parish 

Defects. 

1 

Pyecombe 

Albourne 

Fulking 

Newtimber 

Total 

No.  of  houses — Inadequate  lighting 

and  ventilation  . . 

20 

45 

19 

25 

109 

„ — Inadequate  and  un- 

satisfactory  paving 

14 

43 

29 

13 

99 

„ — Unsatisfactorily 

drained 

7 

25 

14 

11 

57 

„ — Dampness  evident  . . 

22 

39 

20 

23 

104 

„ — Without  proper  food- 

stores 

6 

15 

16 

5 

42 

No.  of  bedrooms  below  6ft.  9in. 

14 

33 

16 

13 

76 

„ living  rooms  below  6ft.  9in. . . 

7 

22 

18 

1 

48 

Further  details  of  conditions  and  defects  are  given  later  in  this  Report. 

It  is  important  that  the  survey  should  be  completed  as  soon  as  possible, 
but  this  should  not  be  achieved  at  the  expense  of  an  inadequate  inspection 
of  the  houses — as  has  been  suggested  in  some  quarters.  Every  house  inspected 
should  be  fully  recorded,  as  when  labour  and  materials  become  available 
the  remedying  of  defects  will  be  dealt  with  much  more  speedily.  The  survey, 
by  showing  the  number  of  houses  unfit  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  cost 
in  their  respective  parishes,  will  also  indicate  the  approximate  number  of  new 
houses  required  to  re-house  the  occupants  from  those  that  have  to  be 
demolished. 

In  addition  to  its  usefulness  in  giving  a complete  picture  of  the  housing 
conditions  in  the  district,  the  survey  will  be  extremely  valuable  in  showing  the 
position  relating  to  water  supply  and  sewage  disposal.  Councils,  at  present 
of  course,  know  which  villages  have  not  piped  water  and  main  drainage,  but 
the  survey  will  bring  to  light  groups  of  house*  which  can  and  should  be  linked 
with  the  main  schemes. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  survey  in  this  district  will  be  completed  by  mid- 
year 1946. 

It  will  be  noted  in  Appendix  1 that  certain  items,  such  as  internal  water 
supply,  bath  and  bathroom,  etc.,  are  included  in  a new  standard  to  operate 
at  the  end  of  ten  years.  Owing  to  the  large  amount  of  sanitary  defects  and 
disrepair  in  existing  houses  following  nearly  six  years’  neglect,  it  was  felt 
that  these  required  remedying  first,  but  that  at  the  end  of  ten  years  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  insist  on  these  additional  requirements.  In  order  to  secure 
uniformity  throughout  the  country  it  would  be  a great  advantage  to  owners 
and  local  authorities  if  the  Ministry  of  Health  were  to  set  a new  standard 
for  a fit  house  now  to  include  the  requirements  mentioned,  but  that  the  operation 
of  such  standard  should  not  operate  until  ten  years’  time. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  district  is  in  an  excellent  position  with  regard  to  piped  water 
supplies,  88  per  cent,  of  the  houses  having  such  a supply.  With  the  exception 
of  40  houses,  which  arc  supplied  by  standpipes,  all  are  supplied  direct  to  the 
houses. 

Monthly  samples  of  water  are  taken  for  bacteriological  analyses  from 
the  main  supplies,  namely.  East  Surrey  Water  Company,  Worth  Park,  Mid- 
Sussex  Joint  Water  Board,  Burgess  Hill  Water  Company  and  Brighton  Cor- 
poration. Quarterly  samples  are  taken  from  Fulking  and  Poynings.  All 
samples  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  All  the  above  supplies  are  chlorinated. 

The  Rural  Water  Supplies  and  Sewerage  Act,  1944,  provides  for  grants 
to  Rural  District  Councils  for  the  extension  of  piped  supplies  to  groups  of 
houses  and  schools,  and  it  is  hoped  that  advantage  of  this  provision  will  be 
taken  to  extend  the  mains  to  several  groups  of  houses  throughout  the  district. 
A Report  was  submitted  to  the  Council  on  the  groups  of  houses  in  most  urgent 
need  of  piped  water  supplies. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Many  parts  of  the  district  have  a piped  water  supply  but  have  no  proper 
means  of  disposal  of  sewage,  the  areas  concerned  being  Bolney,  Three  Bridges, 
the  parishes  of  Cuckfield  Rural  and  Slaugham,  Horsted  Keynes,  Scaynes  Hill 
and  Albourne.  Sewerage  schemes  for  these  areas  should  be  put  in  hand  as 
soon  as  labour  and  materials  become  available,  and  where  new  houses  are 
put  on  piped  water,  sewerage  schemes  should  be  instituted  at  the  same  time. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Special  attention  was  given  to  sampling  of  milk  for  the  presence  of 
tubercle  bacilli,  208  samples  being  submitted  to  the  biological  test.  Of  these, 
three  were  found  to  be  positive,  the  Coanty  Health  Department  being  notified 
in  each  case.  All  milk  supplies  to  schools  were  tested,  all  being  satisfactory, 
but  in  spite  of  this  result  I consider  all  schools  should  be  supplied  with 
Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised  Milk. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  help 
and  co-operation  in  the  work  of  the  department,  and  to  the  other  members 
of  the  StaflF,  and  in  particular  to  Miss  Everson,  my  Chief  Clerk. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation 
of  the  consideration,  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chair- 
man and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 
SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1944. 


Area  of  District  in  acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . 74,360 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  . . . . . . . 26,290 

Rateable  Value  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  £208,132 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . . . . . . . £840 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre)  . . . . . . . . 0.35 

Number  of  Houses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,847 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  19.09 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population  . . . . . . . . . . 13.43 

Infantile  Mortality  Rate  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  31.87 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid  Fevers 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  . . 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  . . 

Syphilitic  Diseases 
Influenza  . . 

Measles 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polio-Encephalitis  . . 

Acute  Inf.  Encephalitis  . . 

Cancer  of  B.  Cav.  and  Oesoph.  (male).  Uterus  (female) 
Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . 

Cancer  of  Breast 
Cancer  of  all  other  Sites 
Diabetes  . . 

Intra.  Cran.  Vase.  Lesions 
Heart  Disease 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis  . . 

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 
Nephritis  . . 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abor.  Sepsis 
Other  Maternal  Causes 
Premature  Birth  . . 

Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis. 

Suicide 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  . . 

Other  Violent  Causes  . . 

All  other  Causes 


Males.  Females. 

— 1 

1 1 

7 2 

— 1 

2 4 


2 

3 

16 

3 

17 

52 

7 

8 
5 
3 

1 

5 

6 


7 

2 

4 

23 
2 

24 
60 
10 

3 

10 


1 

8 


1 

2 

3 

2 

6 

17 


2 

1 

1 

5 

12 


169  184 


Totals 
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Puerperal 

Sepsis.  Others.  Total. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England  and  Wales  are  as  follows  : — Per  1,000  Total  Births  0.28  1.25  1.53 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  are  as  follows  . . . . Nil.  Nil.  Nil. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  year  38  bacteriological  and  12  chemical  samples  were 
taken  for  analysis  from  the  six  public  supplies,  all  being  reported  as 
satisfactory. 

Forty-five  samples  for  chemical  analysis  and  17  for  bacteriological 
examination  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  and  of  this  number  32  supplying 
103  dwellings  were  found  to  be  fit  for  drinking  purposes,  and  30  supplying 
'lO  dwellings  were  unfit.  At  the  end  of  the  year  9 dwellings  still  had  an  unfit 
supply. 

2.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  made  under  the  Public  Health  and 


Housing  Acts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 576 

Infectious  Diseases — Number  of  Inspections  . . . . . . . . 108 

Rats  and  Mice  „ . . . . . . . . 950 

Factories  „ . . . . . . . . 35 

Evacuation  „ . . . . . . . . 60 

Milk  Supply  „ . . . . . . . . 590 

Water  Supplies  „ ..  ..  ..  ..  150 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 205 

Number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  Housing  Survey  . . . . 350 

Number  of  Visits  to  Slaughterhouse  . . . . . . . . . . 170 


3.  MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  270  milk  producers  on  the  register  ; of  these,  156  employ 
steam  as  a means  of  sterilising  utensils.  Eighty-seven  producers  are  Accredited 
and  27  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 

During  the  year  590  visits  were  made  to  Dairy  Farms  and  Dairies, 
and  it  was  found  that  the  general  standard  of  milk  production  was  still  good, 
but  the  chief  trouble  encountered  was  that  of  insufficient  sterilisation,  and 
this  factor  was  found  to  be  the  chief  cause  of  unsatisfactory  samples. 

Sampling. — During  the  year  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  biological  examination  from  producers,  producer  retailers  and  retailers 
as  follows : — 

(fl)  Ordinary  Milk  : 1.  Producers  ; 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  was  106,  and  of  this 
number  23  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
B.  Coli  tests. 

2.  Producer  Retailers  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  was  56,  and  of  this 
number  2 failed  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
1 the  B.  Coli  test. 

3.  Retailers  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  was  71,  and  of  this 
number  12  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene 
Blue  and  B,  Coli  tests. 
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{b)  Designated  Milk  : 1.  Producers  : 

Number  of  samples  taken  6,  of  which  2 
failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  and 
B.  Coli  tests. 

2.  Producer  Retailers  : 

Twenty-two  samples  were  taken,  all  of 
which  were  satisfactory, 

3.  Retailers  : 

One  sample  was  taken,  which  proved  to 
be  satisfactory. 

All  milks  were  tested  to  the  Accredited  standard,  and  of  the  39  samples 
failing  to  reach  this  standard  34  were  from  26  producers  in  this  area,  of  which 
20  had  not  steam  sterilising  units.  Four  were  accommodation  milk  from 
dairies  situated  outside  the  area,  and  1 from  a producer  situated  outside  the  area. 

Thirteen  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  taken  on  investigation  of 
producers  failing  keeping  quality  tests. 

Biological  Examination. — 208  samples  were  taken  from  producers  and 
retailers  during  the  year,  and  of  this  number  3 were  positive. 

The  following  Table  illustrates  the  position  in  each  parish  of  the  means 
of  sterilisation,  type  of  producer  and  source  of  water  supply  : — 


Area. 

Steam 

Boiling 

Water 

Accredited 

Milk 

Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk 

Ordinary 

Milk 

Water 

1 Mains 

Springs 

and  Wells 

Albourne 

9 

5 

1 

3 

7 

2 

Ardingly 

5 

3 

2 

1 

5 

7 

1 

Balcombe 

10 

13 

4 

3 

16 

17 

6 

Bolney 

8 

5 

3 

1 

9 

12 

1 

Clayton 

5 

1 

2 

— 

4 

6 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural 

22 

15 

11 

7 

19 

34 

3 

Fulking 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Horsted  Keynes 

7 

9 

3 

3 

10 

14 

2 

Hurstpierpoint 

24 

5 

15 

3 

11 

27 

2 

Keymer 

2 

1 

2 

— 

1 

3 

— 

Lindfield 

11 

15 

7 

2 

17 

18 

8 

Newtimber 

3 

1 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Pyecombe 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

4 

— 

Poynings 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Slaugham 

12 

11 

4 

2 

17 

21 

2 

Twineham 

5 

3 

2 

1 

5 

8 

— 

West  Floathly 

14 

7 

10 

2 

9 

16 

5 

Worth 

13 

22 

8 

1 

26 

30 

5 

Total 

156 

114 

87 

27 

156 

225 

45 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council 
Retailers:  Tuberculin  Tested  ..  ..  1 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . 1 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  . . . . 2 
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4.  INSPECTION  OF  FOOD. 

Throughout  the  year  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse,  and  during  the  year  the  following 
foodstuffs  were  condemned  at  retailers’  premises  : — 

Canned  Meats 
Jam  . . 

Milk  . . 

Canned  Fish 
Butter 
Cheese 

Dried  Fruit  . . 

Cereals 

Pudding  Mixture 
Imported  Liver 


HOUSING  SURVEY. 

Appended  below  are  details  of  conditions 
m the  various  parishes: — 

PYECOMBE. 

Arrangement. 

The  majority  of  the  cottages  are  semi-detached  or  terrace,  and  all 
are  of  the  3-bedroom  type.  Seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  were  without 
a fixed  bath.  All  were  provided  with  a separate  kitchen  and  living  room 
and  the  provision  of  at  least  1 bedroom  with  a fireplace.  The  means  of 
artificial  lighting  was  by  oil.  Only  3 cottages  were  without  separate  approach 
to  the  bedrooms.  In  approximately  one-third  of  the  cottages  the  entrance 
door  opened  direct  into  the  living  room. 

Air  Space — Front  and  Rear. 

All  cottages  were  provided  with  adequate  open  space  at  front  and  rear 
to  allow  for  free  circulation  of  air. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation. 

Half  of  the  cottages  were  inadequately  provided  with  lighting  and 
ventilation. 

Height  of  Rooms. 

Of  the  119  bedrooms  in  these  dwellings  the  height  varied  as  follows  : — 


8ft.  and  over  . . . . . . 75 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 4 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in.  . . . . 19 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft.  . . . . 7 

Under  6ft.  9in.  . . . . . . 14 

119 

Living  rooms,  including  sculleries : — 

8ft.  and  over  . . . . . . 47 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 13 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in.  . . . . 9 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft.  . . . . 6 

Under  6ft.  9in,  , , , . . , 7 


121  lb. 

193  lb. 

22  tins 

23  tins 
3 lb. 

16  lb. 

1 lb. 

18  lb. 

90  packets 
23  lb. 


and  main  defects  found 
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The  above  summarised  and  taking  6ft.  9in.  as  the  minimum  height  — 
No.  of  houses  with  ground  and  first 
floor  rooms  less  than  6ft.  9in. . . 5 

No.  of  houses  (ground  floor 

rooms  only)  less  than  6ft.  9in. . . 2 

No.  of  houses  (first  floor  rooms) 

less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . . . 3 

Paving. 

The  paving  was  satisfactory  in  one-third  of  the  cottages,  in  the  others 
it  was  either  defective  or  without  this  provision. 

Dampness. 

In  approximately  one-half  of  the  houses  dampness  was  found  to  exist, 
and  came  within  the  following  headings : — 

Rising,  penetrating,  chimney  breasts,  roofs  and  solid  floors. 

Water  Supply. 

In  all  but  one  instance  the  cottages  are  supplied  by  mains  water  ; 
of  these,  75  per  cent,  are  supplied  by  a tap  over  the  sink,  the  remainder  from  an 
external  standpipe.  In  the  case  of  the  private  supply,  it  was  inadequate  to 
meet  the  needs  of  the  household. 

Sinks  and  Drainage. 

Only  1 cottage  was  without  the  provision  of  a sink.  Thirty-two 
cottages  are  drained  to  cesspools,  the  remaining  7 having  no  proper  drainage 
system. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

All  cottages  had  separate  accommodation ; 85  per  cent,  were  of  the 
pail-closet  type,  the  remainder  being  external  water  closets  fitted  with  flushing 
apparatus. 

In  60  per  cent,  the  structures  were  inadequately  lighted  and  ventilated, 
and  were  sited  some  considerable  distance  from  the  houses  without  a paved 
approach. 

Cooking  Arrangements. 

All  cottages  were  provided  with  adequate  facilities,  the  means  of 
cooking  in  90  per  cent,  of  the  cases  being  coal-fired  ranges,  and  in  the  remainder 
oil. 

Foodstore. 

With  the  exception  of  6 cottages  all  were  adequately  provided. 

General. 

In  all  but  3 cottages  external  paintwork  is  in  need  of  renewal.  In  addi- 
tion to  those  mentioned,  other  defects  were  found  to  roofs,  walls,  woodwork 
of  windows,  rain  conductors  and  disposal,  internal  plaster  and  floors. 


ALBOURNE. 

Arrangements. 

50  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  are  semi-detached,  the  remainder  being 
terraced  and  detached  about  equally  divided.  Over  80  per  cent,  are  of  the 
3-bedroom  type,  the  majority  of  the  remainder  being  of  the  2- 
bedroom  type.  All  had  a separate  kitchen  and  living  room.  Fourteen  cottages 
were  without  separate  approach  to  the  bedrooms,  and  20  had  the  entrance 
door  opening  direct  into  the  living  room.  Twenty-four  cottages  had  fixed 
baths  with  hot  and  cold  water  over.  The  means  of  artificial  lighting  in  the 
majority  was  oil,  the  remainder  being  electric  or  gas. 
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Air  Space — Front  and  Back. 

In  all  cases  the  ground  available  at  front  and  rear  was  sufficient  to 
allow  of  a free  circulation  of  air. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation. 


Forty-five  cottages,  or  approximately  70  per 
had  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation. 

Height  of  Rooms. 

cent,  of  those  recorded. 

Of  the  206  bedrooms  the  heights  varied  considerably,  as  follows  : — 

8ft.  and  over 

102 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft. 

33 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in. 

21 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft. 

17 

Under  6ft.  9in. 

33 

The  position  with  respect  to  living  rooms  (including  sculleries)  was 
as  follows : — 

8ft.  and  over 

80 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft. 

32 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in. 

18 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft. 

20 

Under  6ft.  9in. 

22 

The  above  summarised  and  taking  6ft.  9in.  as 
No.  of  houses  with  ground  and 

the  minimum  height : — 

first  floors  less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . 
No.  of  houses  with  ground 

10 

floors  under  6ft.  9in. 

No.  of  houses  with  first  floors 

13 

under  6ft.  9in. 

18 

Paving. 

Only  28  out  of  71  cottages  were  satisfactorily  paved. 


Dampness. 

25  per  cent,  of  the  cottages  were  found  to  be  damp,  and  in  over  half 
of  these  to  be  due  to  rising  dampness.  Other  forms  of  dampness  found  were 
penetrating,  chimney  breasts,  roofs  and  solid  floors. 

Water  Supply. 

Forty-six  of  the  cottages  were  supplied  with  piped  mains  water  of  which 
44  was  by  means  of  a tap  over  the  sink.  Eighteen  cottages  were  supplied  with  a 
private  piped  supply  to  tap  over  the  sink  ; the  remaining  7 were  supplied  by 
wells,  the  supply  to  5 being  inadequate. 

Sink  and  Drainage. 

Of  the  71  cottages,  68  had  satisfactory  sinks  and  30  were  drained  to 
cesspools,  24  drained  direct  to  ditches  and  are  with  no  drainage  system.  The 
remaining  16  were  drained  to  small  filtration  plants. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

All  cottages  were  provided  with  separate  accommodation,  which  was 
as  follows : — 

No.  of  cottages  with  W.C.s  fitted 
with  flushing  apparatus  . . 19 

No.  of  cottages  with  pail  closets. . 49 

No.  of  cottages  with  chemical 
closets  . . . . . . . . 3 

The  pail-closet  structures  are  in  the  majority  of  cottages  sited  far  re- 
moved from  the  cottage,  and  many  are  inadequately  lighted  and  ventilated. 
In  all  cases  sufficient  ground  was  available  for  disposal. 
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Cooking  Arrangements. 

Only  1 cottage  had  inadequate  facilities,  the  chief  means  of  cooking 
being  by  coal-fircd  range.  In  addition,  at  6 cottages  gas  or  electricity  was 
also  used. 

Foodstore. 

Fifteen  cottages  were  without  proper  food  storage  facilities. 

Defects. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  main  defects  existing  were  to  walls,  roofs, 
rainwater  collection  and  disposal,  defective  woodwork  to  windows,  and  about 
30  per  cent,  are  in  need  of  external  painting.  Defective  walls  and  ceiling 
plaster. 


FULKING. 

Arrangement. 

The  majority  of  the  cottages  inspected  are  of  the  semi-detached  or 
detached  type.  Eleven  have  2 bedrooms,  whilst  14  are  of  the  3-bedroom  type, 
the  remainder  having  4 bedrooms.  All  have  separate  kitchen  and  living 
rooms,  and  8 are  without  separate  approach  to  the  bedrooms.  The  means 
of  artificial  lighting  was  oil  and  electricity.  In  8 cottages  the  entrance  door 
opened  direct  into  the  living  room. 

Only  3 cottages  were  provided  with  fixed  baths  with  hot  water  on  tap. 
Three  cottages  were  without  the  provision  of  at  least  1 bedroom  with 
a fireplace. 

Air  Space — Front  and  Back. 

All  cottages  had  sufficient  ground  available  to  allow  of  free  circulation 
of  air  at  front  and  rear. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation. 

Nineteen  cottages  had  insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation,  whilst  a 
further  4 were  inadequately  ventilated. 

Height  of  Rooms. 

Of  the  81  bedrooms  the  heights  varied  as  follows: — 


Over  8ft 31 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 12 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in 19 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft.  . . . . 3 

Under  6ft.  9in.  . . . . . . 16 

Living  rooms,  including  sculleries : — 

8ft.  and  over  . . . . . . 14 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 17 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in.  . . . . 13 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft.  . . . . 8 

Under  6ft.  9in.  . . . . . . 18 

The  above  summarised  and  taking  6ft.  9in.  as  minimum  height : — 
No.  of  houses  with  ground 
floors  and  first  floor  rooms  less 
than  6ft.  9in.  . . . . . . 6 

No.  of  houses  with  ground  floor 
rooms  less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . 10 

No.  of  houses  with  first  floor  rooms 
less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . . . 9 

Paving. 

Only  1 cottage  was  satisfactorily  paved.  The  remainder  were  eith 
partly  paved  or  existing  paving  unsatisfactory. 
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Dampness. 

Two-thirds  of  the  cottages  were  found  to  be  damp,  the  chief  forms 
being  rising,  penetrating  and  roofs. 

Water  Supply. 

Twenty-six  of  the  cottages  are  supplied  by  public  mains;  of  these  17 
draw  from  the  village  standpipe.  Three  cottages  draw  from  private  supplies 
— one  of  which  was  inadequate. 

Sink  and  Drainage. 

Of  the  29  cottages,  6 were  without  the  provision  of  a sink,  and  15  were 
drained  to  cesspools,  6 direct  to  ditches  and  8 cottages  were  without  drainage. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

With  the  exception  of  2 cottages  all  have  separate  accommodation 
of  the  following  types  : 23  pail  closets,  4 water  closets,  2 chemical  closets. 
Most  of  the  external  structures  are  sited  far  removed  from  the  cottages  with 
no  paved  approach,  and  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation. 

Cooking  Arrangements. 

All  cottages  have  adequate  cooking  facilities,  the  majority  being  the 
coal-fired  range, 

Foodstore. 

Sixteen  cottages  were  without  the  provision  of  proper  storage  facilities. 

Defects. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  main  defects  found  were  to  walls,  roofs, 
collection  and  disposal  of  rainwater,  woodwork  to  windows.  External  painting 
and  internal  plaster. 

NEWTIMBER. 

Arrangement. 

The  majority  of  the  houses  recorded  are  of  the  semi-detached  and 
terraced  type,  10  being  of  2,  19  of  3,  and  4 of  4 bedrooms.  All  had  a 
separate  kitchen  and  living  room,  and  all  with  the  exception  of  4 had 
separate  approach  to  the  bedrooms.  The  means  of  artificial  lighting  was 
oil  and  electricity,  the  former  predominating.  In  9 cottages  there  was  only  1 
entrance  door.  Only  9 cottages  had  fixed  baths,  4 of  which  had  hot  water 
on  tap.  One  house  only  was  without  the  provision  of  a fire-place  in  at  least 
1 bedroom. 

Air  Space — Front  and  Back. 

All  cottages  had  sufficient  ground  available  to  allow  of  free  circulation 
of  air  at  front  and  rear. 

Lighting  and  Ventilation. 

Twenty  cottages  had  insufficient  lighting  and  ventilation,  and  in  addition 
a further  5 had  insufficient  ventilation. 

Height  of  Rooms. 

Of  the  94  bedrooms  the  height  varied  as  follows  : — 


Over  8ft.  . . . . . . . . 53 

7ft.  6in.  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 14 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in.  . . . . 15 

6ft.  9in.  and  under  7ft.  . . . . Nil 

Under  6ft.  9in.  . . . . . . 13 

Living  rooms  (including  sculleries) : — 

Over  8ft.  . . . . . . . . 59 

7ft.  6in,  and  under  8ft.  . . . . 8 

7ft.  and  under  7ft.  6in,  . . . . 6 

6ft.  9in,  and  under  7ft.  . . . . 7 

Under  6ft.  9in 1 
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The  above  summarised  and  taking  6ft.  9in.  as  a minimum  height : — 
No.  of  houses  with  ground  floor 
and  first  floors  less  than  6ft.  9in.  1 
No.  of  houses  with  ground-floor 
rooms  less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . 1 

No.  of  houses  with  first-floor  rooms 
less  than  6ft.  9in.  . . . . 13 

Paving. 

Of  the  30  cottages  recorded  only  10  were  satisfactorily  paved. 

Dampness. 

In  two-thirds  of  the  cottages  recorded  dampness  was  found  to  exist, 
chiefly  due  to  penetration  of  walls,  chimneys  and  solid  floors. 

Water  Supply.  * 

All  cottages  are  supplied  from  private  supplies,  and  of  these,  23  cottages 
have  piped  supplies  on  to  the  house  from  two  private  supplies  which  were 
fit  for  drinking  purposes  on  analysis,  but  of  these  the  supply  to  13  cottages 
was  at  times  inadequate.  The  remaining  cottages  are  supplied  by  private 
wells,  and  in  all  cases  inadequacy  was  at  times  experienced. 

Sink  and  Drainage. 

Twenty-two  cottages  are  drained  to  cesspools,  whilst  11  are  drained 
direct  to  ditches.  All  cottages  were  provided  with  sinks. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

All  cottages  were  provided  with  separate  accommodation  as  follows  : — 
No.  of  cottages  with  water  closets 
fitted  with  flushing  apparatus  . . 5 

No.  of  pail  closets  . . . . 22 

No.  of  chemical  closets  . . . . 6 

The  majority  of  pail-closet  structures  are  sited  far  removed  from  the 
cottage,  and  many  have  inadequate  lighting  and  ventilation  and  no  proper 
paved  approach.  In  all  cases  sufficient  ground  was  available  for  disposal  of 
night  soil. 

Cooking  Arrangements. 

All  cottages  had  adequate  facilities,  the  means  of  cooking  being  coal- 
fired  ranges,  supplemented  in  3 cottages  by  electric  ovens. 

Foodstore. 

Twenty-five  cottages  were  adequately  provided  ; in  4 cases  no  lighting 
and  ventilation  and  in  1 instance  no  store  provided. 

Defects. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  main  defects  existing  were  to  walls,  rain- 
water collection  and  disposal  and  defective  plasterwork. 

HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

During  the  year  statutory  notices  were  served  on  6 cottages,  all  of 
which  were  complied  with  by  the  owner. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936. 

Section  11. — One  dwelling  house,  the  subject  of  an  undertaking  not  to 
be  used  for  human  habitation  until  rendered  fit,  has  been  repaired  and  the 
undertaking  cancelled. 

Section  12. — An  underground  room  used  for  human  habitation  was 

closed. 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Five  applications  were  received,  and  in  2 instances  the  application 
was  refused. 

THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 

Under  Section  34  and  41  a certificate  as  to  means  of  escape  from  fire 
and  a certificate  as  to  water  supply  were  granted. 

INFESTATION. 

No.  houses  were  found  to  be  bug  infested. 

THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Appended  below  are  details  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during 
the  year : — 


Disease. 

i 

Cucktieid  Kurai 
i District 

^ 1 t t ¥ r 1. 

(Jucktieia  uroan 
District 

Burgess  rtiii 

Urban  District 

Other  Districts 

Service  Cases 

Stall : Mid-bussex 

Isolation  Hospital 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

_ 

6 

Diphtheria  Observation 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

55 

26 

14 

5 

4 

1 

105 

Scarlet  Fever  Observation 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Sonne  Dysentery . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  Surgical 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  plus  Chicken-pox 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  Observation 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

Meningitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Observation 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Sonne  Dysentery 

8 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

15 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Measles  and  Bronchitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

German  Measles  . . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

11 

Whooping  Cough  and  Pneumonia  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Mumps  . . 

1 

— 

1 

— 

8 

1 

11 

Chicken-pox 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Streptococcal  Otorrhoea 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Streptococcal  Throat  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Streptococcal  Throat  plus  Colitis  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

5 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

Vincents  Angina 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

85 

32 

28 

23 

25 

3 

196 

15> 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Disease. 

Total. 

Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever 

70 

63 

— 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

— ■ 

Pneumonia 

7 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

7 

4 

— 

Dysentery 

5 

2 

— 

Measles  . . 

73 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

77 

4 

— 

Totals  . . 

241 

79 

— 

20 


Parish, 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Poliomyelitis 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 



Dysentery 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough  j 

Totals 

Albourne  . . 

9 

— 





2 

3 

14 

Ardingly 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Balcombe  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

8 

11 

Bolney 

3 

3 

— 

6 

Clayton 

1 

1 

Cuckfield  Rural  . . 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

27 

15 

48 

Fulking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Horsted  Keynes  . . 

2 

Hurstpierpoint 

10 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

22 

11 

44 

Keymer 

6 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

12 

24 

Lindfield  Rural 

1 

Newtimber 

2 

Pyecombe  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Poynings  . . 

1 

7 

8 

Slaugham  . , 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

5 

15 

Twineham  . . 

1 

1 

West  Hoathly 

7 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

3 

2 

16 

Worth  

16 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 

9 

38 

Totals 

70 

1 

1 

7 

7 

5 

73 

77 

241 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1944. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

COUNTY  COMMITTEE  ON  RURAL  HOUSING. 

Report  and  Recommendations  of  Standards  Sub-Committee. 

We  have  assumed  that  our  terms  of  reference  “ to  consider  and  report 
upon  the  existing  and  future  standards  of  housing”  must  embrace  the  con- 
sideration of  every  working-class  house  within  the  Rural  Districts  of  East 
Sussex,  whether  of  recent  construction  or  otherwise,  and  that  the  standard  of 
housing  which  we  are  asked  to  suggest  must  have  regard  to  the  best  working- 
class  houses  existing  in  the  County  as  well  as  to  the  poorer  types. 

This  point  is  very  important,  since  there  is  a great  difference  between  a 
standard  of  fitness  based  on  housing  legislation  as  applied  to  existing  buildings 
and  a standard  of  housing  in  its  wider  sense,  embracing  accommodation  and 
amenities. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the  standard  of  housing  to  be  ultimately 
attained  should  be  equal  to  that  provided  by  the  best  examples  of  Council- 
built  houses  during  the  inter-war  period  and  complying  with  the  conditions 
set  out  in  Parts  1 and  2 below. 

When  a Council  has  before  them  a Report  under  Section  1 1 of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936,  they  should  consider  not  only  fitness  but  also  the  require- 
ments set  out  in  Part  2 of  the  Report. 

We  recommend  that  the  Survey  shall  include  all  houses  occupied  or 
of  a type  suitable  for  occupation  by  persons  of  the  working  classes,  and  not 
exceeding  £20  net  rateable  value.  In  practice,  it  may  be  necessary  to  increase 
this  maximum  net  rateable  value,  e.g.,  in  areas  adjacent  to  populous  sentres, 
seaside  towns,  etc.,  where  there  is  a tendency  for  high  rateable  values  to  be 
in  operation. 

We  also  recommend  that  particulars  of  overcrowding  be  obtained 
during  the  survey,  in  order  to  bring  the  overcrowding  records  up  to  date. 

We  discussed  in  great  detail  individual  items  of  disrepair  and  sanitary 
defects,  taking  into  account  the  important  clause  in  the  Housing  Act,  1936, 
Section  188  (4),  which  reads  as  follows: — 

“In  determining  for  the  purpose  of  this  Act  whether  a house  is  fit  for 
human  habitation,  regard  shall  be  had  to  the  extent,  if  any,  to  which 
by  reason  of  disrepair  or  sanitary  defects  the  house  falls  short  of 
the  provisions  of  any  byelaw  in  operation  in  the  district  or  of  any 
enactment  in  any  local  Act  in  operation  in  the  district  dealing  with 
the  construction  and  drainage  of  new  buildings  and  the  laying  out 
and  construction  of  new  streets  or  of  the  general  standard  of  housing 
accommodation  for  working  classes  in  the  district.'’' 

Section  188  (1)  defines  sanitary  defects  as  including  “lack  of  air  space  or  of 
ventilation,  darkness,  dampness,  absence  of  adequate  and  readily  accessible 
water  supply  or  sanitary  accommodation  or  of  other  conveniences,  and  in- 
adequate paving  or  drainage  of  courts,  yards  or  passages.” 

In  arriving  at  conclusions  as  to  the  standard  of  fitness  required  we 
were  also  guided  by  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1938,  Rural 
Housing  Manual,  paragraph  23,  which  is  as  follows : — 

‘Fit  for  human  habitation’  implies  generally  that  a dwelling  should 
be  free  from  serious  dampness,  satisfactorily  lighted  and  ventilated, 
properly  drained  and  provided  with  adequate  sanitary  conveniences 
and  with  a sink  and  suitable  arrangements  for  disposing  of  slop  water, 
and  be  in  good  general  repair.  It  should  also  have  a satisfactory  water 
supply,  adequate  washing  accommodation,  facilities  for  preparing 
and  cooking  food,  and  a well-ventilated  store  for  food.” 
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Leaving  out  of  account  houses  which  can  be  dealt  with  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  all  working- 
class  houses  should  comply  with  the  requirements  enumerated  in  Part  1 below 
and  that  this  standard  o f fitness  should  operate  for  a period  of  ten  years. 

Part  1, 

STANDARD  OF  FITNESS  FOR  THE  DEMOLITION, 
RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR  OF  HOUSES. 

(Note. — The  standards  suggested  may  not  be  strictly  in  accordance  with  the 
byelaws  actually  in  operation  in  a particular  district.  Where  such  is  the 
case,  regard  should  be  had  to  the  corresponding  provisions  in  the  bye- 
laws actually  in  operation.  In  this  connection,  it  will  be  observed  that 
Section  188  (4)  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  quoted  above,  speaks  of  “ the 
provisions  of  any  byelaws  in  operation  in  the  district”). 


Item.  Standard. 


1. 


2. 


Adequate  Air  Space. 

(a)  Front. 


{b)  Rear. 


(c)  Ventilation  of 
floors. 


Lighting. 


(1)  There  shall  be  provided  an  open  space 
extending  to  the  boundary,  or  in  the  case 
of  a building  fronting  on  to  the  street  to 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  which  shall 
throughout  the  whole  frontage  of  the 
building  extend  to  a distance  of  not  less 
than  24  feet.  Provided  that,  if  the  building 
fronts  on  a street  of  a less  width  than  24 
feet,  the  distance  may  be  not  less  than  the 
width  of  the  street,  together  with  one-half 
of  the  difference  between  the  width  and 
24  feet. 

(2)  Any  open  space  provided  within  the  cur- 
tilage of  the  building  shall  be  free  from 
any  erection  thereon  above  the  level  of 
the  ground,  except  a fence  or  wall  not 
exceeding  7 feet  in  height,  or  a portico, 
porch,  step  or  other  like  projection  from 
the  building,  or  a gate. 

There  shall  be  provided  an  open  space 
exclusively  belonging  to  the  dwelling  and 
of  an  extent  not  less  than  150  square  feet, 
lowest  Where  boarded  floors  are  found  to  be 
defective  due  to  inadequate  sub-floor  venti- 
lation this  should  be  remedied  in  accordance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  building  bye- 
laws. 

The  window  lighting  space  in  each  room 
should  be  equal  to  one-tenth  of  the  floor 


area. 

3.  Ventilation.  The  house  shall  be  provided  with  adequate 

means  of  through  ventilation. 

Every  habitable  room  shall  be  provided 
with  a window  or  windows  which  shall 
open  directly  into  the  external  air  and — 
Be  so  constructed  that — 
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Item. 


4.  Height  of  Room. 


5.  Paving. 


6.  Dampness. 


7.  Water  Supply. 


Standard. 


(1)  a total  area  of  not  less  than  one-twentieth 
of  the  floor  area  of  the  room  may  be 
opened  ; 

(2)  to  the  extent  of  that  requirement  any  sash 
windows  can  be  opened  at  the  top. 

In  rooms  with  a low  ceiling  or  low  windows 
ventilation  should  be  improved  by  addi- 
tional openings  as  near  ceiling  level  as 
possible. 

All  habitable  rooms  to  be  provided  with 
secondary  means  of  ventilation,  either  by 
means  of  a properly  constructed  flue,  or  by 
a sufficient  aperture  or  air  brick  having  an 
unobstructed  sectional  area  of  30  square 
inches  at  least. 

Where  it  is  impracticable  to  secure  a height 
of  8 feet  in  each  room,  as  required  by  the 
Model  Building  Byelaws,  the  height  of  any 
room  should  not  be  less  than  6 feet  9 inches 
measured  in  accordance  with  the  Model 
Byelaws  relating  to  room  height. 

All  houses  to  be  required  to  be  provided 
with  a proper  path  to  the  front  entrance. 
Yards,  passages  and  approaches  to  out- 
buildings, including  closet  if  this  is  entered 
or  situated  externally  to  the  house,  to  be 
paved  and  drained. 

House  to  be  free  from  all  serious  forms  of 
dampness.  In  this  connection  the  site  to 
conform  to  the  following  conditions  : — 

(a)  that  the  site  of  the  house  shall  be  free 
from  liability  of  flooding 

(b)  that  the  subsoil  shall  be  capable  of 
being  drained  if  necessary  to  prevent 
dampness  in  walls  or  floors 

(c)  that  there  shall  be  ready  access  to  the 
house  at  all  times  of  the  year. 

An  adequate  wholesome  supply  of  water 
to  be  provided.  Wherever  a mains  supply 
is  available  it  shall  be  direct  off"  the  service 
pipe  to  an  internal  tap  over  the  sink. 
Where  water  is  not  obtained  from  a mains 
supply,  the  source  must  be  reasonably 
accessible  and  properly  protected  against 
all  possible  pollution  or  contamination,  and 
suitable  pumping  arrangements  should  be 
installed  to  provide  a supply  over  the  sink. 
Alternatively,  the  approach  to  the  well  shall 
be  paved. 

Any  tank  or  cistern  constructed  or  fitted 
and  intended  to  be  used  for  the  storage  of 
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Item. 


Standard. 


8.  Sink  and  Drainage. 


9.  Washing  Accommodation. 


10.  Sufficient  and  Satisfactory 
Sanitary  Accommodation. 


11.  Cooking  Arrangements. 

12.  Foodstore. 

13.  Staircase. 

(a)  Lighting. 

(b)  Handrail. 

14.  Sound  Structural  Repair. 


rainwater  for  human  consumption  shall 
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Building  Byelaws. 

Separate  sink  and  drain  for  each  house. 
Drain  shall  mean  a drain  as  specified  in 
the  Building  Byelaws. 

Adequate  facilities  for  the  boiling  and 
washing  of  clothes  to  be  provided,  and 
should  be  in  a room  not  used  for  living 
or  sleeping  purposes. 

Closet  is  defined  as  meaning  a water  or 
earth  closet. 

A separate  water  closet  or  earth  closet 
should  be  provided  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  each  house.  The  closet  must  be  properly 
lighted  and  ventilated.  An  earth  closet 
should  be  entered  from  out-of-doors  and  a 
water  closet  should  not  be  arranged  so  that 
it  has  to  be  entered  directly  from  a living 
room.  Where  closets  arc  situated  exter- 
nally they  shall  not  be  sited  at  a greater 
distance  than  1 5 feet  from  the  access  to  the 
house,  and  the  approach  to  be  paved. 
Where  there  is  an  earth  closet  and  no 
public  scavenging  there  must  be  sufficient 
ground  in  which  to  bury  the  contents. 

Efficient  arrangements  shall  be  made  for 
the  preparation  and  cooking  of  food. 

Every  dwelling  to  be  provided  with  a 
properly  constructed,  lighted  and  venti- 
lated foodstore,  of  a floor  space  of  not  less 
than  10  square  feet  and  of  adequate  height. 

If  the  existing  stairs  are  too  steep  or  are 
otherwise  so  badly  designed  as  to  be 
dangerous,  they  should  be  re-designed. 
Wherever  practicable  every  staircase  shall  be 
provided  with  adequate  means  of  natural 
lighting. 

Every  staircase  shall  be  provided  where 
necessary  with  a sufficient  handrail  which 
shall  be  properly  and  securely  fixed. 

The  dwelling  must  be  in  all  respects  weather- 
proof ; ceilings  and  floors  to  be  in  all 
respects  sound.  Internal  and  external  walls 
and  woodwork  to  be  in  a sound  condition. 
All  fittings  to  doors  and  windows  to  be  in 
proper  working  order.  Stairs  to  be  in  a 
sound  condition.  Firegrates  to  be  in  a 
sound  condition. 
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We  should  have  liked  to  have  included  the  items  enumerated  in  Part  2 
below  in  our  recommendations,  but  as  we  have  to  take  into  account  the  general 
standard  of  housing  at  present  prevailing  in  the  districts  in  East  Sussex  we 
find  ourselves  unable  to  recommend  these  additions  at  the  present  time. 

During  the  next  ten  years  a large  number  of  new  houses  will  be  built 
by  local  authorities  and  private  enterprise,  and  these  houses  will  embrace  the 
items  specified  below,  as  will  houses  reconditioned  and  improved  under  the 
Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  so  that  by  the  end  of  this  period  the  general 
standard  will  have  been  so  raised  that  it  will  then  be  possible  to  set  a new 
standard  and  ask  for  these  requirements  in  existing  houses. 

Although  we  do  not  consider  that  local  authorities  can  enforce  the 
provision  of  the  requirements  in  Part  2 at  the  present  time,  every  endeavour 
should  be  made  by  the  officers  of  the  local  authorities  to  persuade  owners  to 
provide  some  or  all  of  these  items. 

When  obtaining  improvements  and  reconditioning  of  houses  under 
the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts  we  recommend  that  the  requirements  in 
Part  2 be  included  in  the  schedule  sent  to  owners.  We  wish  to  point  out  that 
the  initiative  in  applying  for  a grant  under  these  Acts  rests  with  the  owner 
of  the  cottage,  and  if  the  owner  fails  to  recondition  (either  with  or  without  a 
grant)  the  housing  authority  (the  Rural  District  Council)  can  buy  the  cottage, 
if  necessary,  by  compulsion,  and  carry  out  the  work  themselves. 


Part  2. 

ADDITIONAL  REQUIREMENTS. 

(fl)  An  internal  water  supply. 

(b)  Where  there  is  an  adequate  public  or  private  supply  of  water  and  sewerage 

or  adequate  private  sewage  disposal  provided,  or  will  be  provided  within 
a reasonable  time,  that  a bath  and  separate  bathroom  be  required. 

(c)  Domestic  hot-water  system. 

(d)  An  internal  water  closet  in  lieu  of  any  other  external  type. 

(e)  Separate  wash-house  or  scullery. 

(/)  Separate  coal  store. 

(g)  Suitable  storage  accommodation  be  required  for  prams,  bicycles,  garden 

tools,  etc. 

(h)  Adequate  cupboard  accommodation  to  be  provided  for  utensils,  clothing, 

etc. 

(/)  In  addition  to  heating  arrangements  in  living  room  and  kitchen  at  least 
one  bedroom  to  be  provided  with  an  open  fireplace. 

(j)  That  the  front  entrance  door  shall  not  give  direct  access  to  a living  room. 

Where  the  front  entrance  door  of  a house  opens  directly  into  a living 
room  an  enclosed  porch  should  be  constructed  to  the  front  of  the 
dwelling  house,  or  if  the  living  room  is  large  enough  a suitable  vestibule 
not  less  than  3 feet  6 inches  by  3 feet  should  be  provided,  together  with 
a properly  hung  door. 

(k)  That  secondary  means  of  access  shall  be  provided. 

(/)  That  the  ground  immediately  adjoining  a house  shall  be  at  least  6 inches 
below  the  level  of  any  floor  (other  than  a cellar  or  basement  floor)  for 
a distance  of  at  least  3 feet  from  the  external  walls  of  the  house. 

(m)  That  separate  access  to  each  bedroom  be  required. 

(n)  If  the  existing  stairs  are  so  badly  designed  as  to  prevent  the  taking  of 

furniture  to  the  bedrooms  they  should  be  re-designed. 
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(o)  Endeavour  should  be  made  to  obtain  a room  height  of  8 feet. 

(p)  Where  electricity  or  gas  is  available,  that  such  forms  of  artificial  lighting 

be  required  to  be  laid  on  to  every  habitable  room. 

Ministry  of  Health  Circular  64/44  sets  out  five  categories  into  which 
houses  should  be  classified.  These  correspond  with  the  provisions  of  the 
various  Acts  under  which  action  can  be  taken  and  as  defined  by  us  are  re- 
produced below. 

Category  1. — “ Satisfactory  in  all  respects.” 

Shall  include  only  those  houses  which  comply  in  all  respects  with  the 
standard  of  fitness  recommended  in  Part  1 of  this  Report. 

Category  2. — “Minor  defects.” 

Shall  include  those  houses  requiring  minor  repairs,  e.g.,  sash  cords  to 
windows,  new  chimney  pots,  plaster  repairs,  etc. 

Category  3. — “Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvements.” 

Shall  include  those  houses  which  do  not  comply  with  the  standard  of 
fitness  which  we  have  recommended,  and  which  require  repairs  of  a major 
character,  but  which  can  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of  fitness  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  not  more  than  50  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  value  of  the 
house,  after  the  completion  of  the  works. 

“The  estimated  value”  of  a house  shall  be  based  upon  the  return  which 
the  owner  would  be  entitled  to  receive  under  the  housing  legislation  after 
all  the  improvements  have  been  completed. 

Category  4. — ‘ ‘ Appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts.” 

Shall  include  houses  in  categories  1,  2,  3 and  5 which  can  be  reconditioned 
or  improved  under  these  Acts.  Schedule  to  owners  shall  include  the  items 
enumerated  under  the  heading  “Additional  Requirements”  in  Part  2. 
We  found  ourselves  in  some  difficulty  with  regard  to  this  category,  i.e., 
those  houses  appropriate  for  reconditioning  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 
Acts,  owing  to  the  fact  that  a house  which  could  be  improved  or  reconditioned 
under  these  Acts  would  also  fall  within  one  of  the  other  four  categories.  We 
have  therefore  decided  that  every  house  inspected  be  placed  in  categories  1, 
2,  3 or  5 and  that  category  4 will  comprise  a list  of  houses  which  could  be 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers)  Acts,  taken  from  the  other  four 
categories. 

Category  5. — ‘ ‘ Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  a reasonable  expense.  ’ ’ 

Shall  include  those  houses  which  cannot  be  brought  up  to  the  standard 
of  fitness  which  we  have  recommended  at  a cost  of  less  than  50  per  cent, 
of  the  value  of  the  house  after  the  completion  of  the  works. 

We  are  in  full  agreement  with  the  pronouncement  in  the  Appendix  to 
Circular  64/44  that  it  will  be  impracticable  in  the  first  instance  to  make  a 
detailed  examination  of  houses  known  to  fall  into  categories  1 and  2,  and  we 
accordingly  recommend  that  no  detailed  inspection  of  these  houses  be  carried 
out  at  the  present  time. 

We  have  also  considered  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  Circular  No.  1762, 
and  recommend  that  in  all  cases  where  action  under  Section  1 1 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936,  is  contemplated  in  respect  of  a house  on  the  architectural  or  artistic 
merits  or  historical  value  of  which  any  question  may  arise,  the  house  should 
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be  reported  on,  not  only  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
but  should  be  referred  to  a Panel  consisting  of  the  President  of  the  South- 
Eastern  Society  of  Architects,  the  County  Architect,  the  County  Planning 
Officer,  and  the  District  Council’s  Planning  Officer.  We  consider  that  a 
decision  on  this  matter  is  essentially  a technical  one,  embracing  consideration 
of  questions  of  architecture  and  planning,  not  only  as  regards  the  merits  of 
the  individual  building  but  also  such  questions  as  street  pictures  and  terminal 
vistas  viewed  against  a general  background  of  local  tradition.  We  feel  the 
Tribunal  we  suggest  to  be  the  best  for  this  particular  County,  and  it  would 
comply  with  paragraph  (4)  of  Circular  1762,  inasmuch  as  the  Panel  would  be 
composed  of  persons  on  whose  opinion  and  judgment  the  County  may  have 
confidence  as  qualified  to  form  an  opinion  on  such  merits  or  value.  In  addition, 
they  would  be  free  from  any  influence  by  clients  or  owners. 

We  further  recommend  that  where  any  such  house  is  retained  for  week- 
end purposes  the  owner  should  be  required  to  give  an  undertaking  not  to 
use  it  for  occupation  by  the  working  classes. 

We  would  point  out  that  although  agreement  on  the  standard  of  fitness 
is  important,  it  is  even  more  important  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  works 
required  to  comply  with  the  standard,  and  we  accordingly  recommend  that 
this  special  Sub-Committee  be  kept  in  being  to  consider  the  application  of  the 
standard  and  the  formulation  of  standard  methods  of  repair  and  reconstruction 
where  possible. 

We  desire  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Joint  County  Committee  that 
many  of  the  unsatisfactory  conditions  in  rural  areas  are  due  to  the  erection  of 
houses  remote  from  public  services  and  that  in  future  development  planning 
authorities  should  endeavour  to  prevent  the  erection  of  houses  (except  for 
agricultural  purposes)  on  sites  where  the  public  services  of  water  and  sewerage 
cannot  be  provided. 
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APPENDIX  2. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

Table  showing  percentage  of  children  immunized  in  areas  and  schools  : — 


Nurses’  Areas — Children  1-5  years  of  age. 

No.  on  Roll. 

Percentage 

Scaynes  Hill  and  Lindfield  Rural 

64  . 

. 100 

Hassocks 

138 

99 

♦Horsted  Keynes 

50  . 

98 

Cuckfield  Rural 

85  . 

98 

Crawley  Down  and  Turners  Hill 

149 

97 

Hurstpierpoint,  Albourne  . . 

198 

97 

♦West  Hoathly 

77  . 

96 

Three  Bridges 

207 

94 

Bolney,  Sayers  Common  . . 

99  . 

93 

Copthorne  . . 

101 

93 

Handcross,  Slaugham 

82  . 

93 

Ardingly 

76  . 

92 

Balcombe 

no 

90 

Poynings,  Pyecombe 

63  . 

89 

Total 

. . 1499  . 

95 

2.  Elementary  Schools. 

Copthorne  . . 

Crawley  Down 
Pyecombe  . . 

Poynings 
Sayers  Common 
Scaynes  Hill 
Staplefield  . . 

Twineham  . . 

Handcross  . . 

Hurstpierpoint  Senior 
Hurstpierpoint  Junior 
Bolney 
Hassocks 
Turners  Hill 
♦West  Hoathly 

Worth  and  Three  Bridges  Junior 
♦Albourne 
Ardingly 

Slaugham,  Warninglid 
Horsted  Keynes 
Balcombe 

♦Worth  Senior  . . 


Total 


121 

..  100 

106 

..  100 

25 

..  100 

34 

..  100 

38 

..  100 

35 

..  100 

72 

..  100 

21 

..  100 

100 

99 

141 

99 

161 

99 

67 

98 

157 

98 

90 

98 

87 

98 

207 

98 

31 

97 

94 

97 

66 

97 

82 

96 

112 

95 

61 

93 

1908 

98 

♦ Have  no  refusals  but  cannot  be  included  in  the  100  per  cent,  category  as 
there  are  some  children  “awaiting  first  injection.’’ 
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APPENDIX  3. 


WATER  SUPPLY- 

POSITION  WITH  REGARD  TO  PIPED  WATER  SUPPLY, 


Parish. 

Number  of  Houses, 

Number  of  Houses 
with  Piped  Supply. 

Albourne  . . 

124 

96 

Ardingly 

314 

267 

Balcombe 

361 

322 

Bolney  

274 

226 

Clayton  

263 

249 

Cuckfield  Rural  . . 

535 

453 

Fulking 

85 

34 

Horsted  Keynes  . . 

332 

242 

Keymer 

835 

826 

Lindfield  Rural 

352 

268 

Hurstpierpoint 

1074 

1021 

Newtimber 

43 

— 

Poynings  . . 

88 

64 

Pyecombe  . . 

73 

65 

Slaugham  . . 

450 

420 

Twineham 

80 

67 

West  Hoathly 

433 

380 

Worth  

2125 

1927 

Totals 

7841 

6927 
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APPENDIX  4. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Notification  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 


Notifications. 

England  and  Wales. 

Cuckfield  Rural. 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0 00 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.05 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever 

2.40 

2.66 

Whooping  Cough 

2.49 

2.93 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.58 

0.04 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.29 

0.27 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

4.16 

2.78 

Pneumonia 

0.97 

0.27 

I 
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